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The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau   The Honourable Doug Ford 
Prime Minister of Canada    Premier of Ontario 
House of Commons     Queen’s Park, Legislature Room 281 
Ottawa, Ontario     Toronto, Ontario 
K1A 0A6      M7A 1A1 
  
March 19, 2020 
 
Dear Prime Minister Trudeau and Premier Ford: 
 
First, we want to thank you most sincerely for your tireless leadership on COVID-19.  We see everyday how 
much you are with Canadians in managing through this crisis. 
 
Second, we want to commend you on your actions to date and your commitment to speedy additional 
actions to reinforce the economy.  All indications are that your aid plans will help support our essential 
banking sector, employees feeling the effects of lost income, and business. 
 
We are writing because there must also be support for the not for profit sector.  Most of us in the sector are 
and will be on the front lines getting our communities through not only the immediate crisis but what we 
know will be an extended recovery.  To do that, most of us rely on social enterprise and fund development.  
Social enterprise revenues are now near zero.  As events get cancelled, individuals cope with layoffs and 
financial losses, and foundations retrench, fundraised dollars are also disappearing. 
 
Any aid package needs to ensure not for profit, charities, and social enterprise operated within them have 
the recovery tools available to them, at least equal to what business has.  
 
The Business Development Bank of Canada has been mentioned as an avenue of support for small business.  
If this is to be the case, it will be imperative that their mandate not be interpreted in a manner that would 
exclude not for profits and charities.  One model might be the United States’ Small Business Administration 
(SBA) Emergency Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL), for which non profits are also eligible.  This program currently 
allows borrowing of up to $2 million (with a phase one $300K quick approval process) for up to 30 years at 
2.75%.  There are indications that the amount may increase to $5M.    
 
Similarly, while tax credits have been contemplated for business, we ask that any additional employment-
focused relief or stimulus expressly apply to employment at tax-exempt organizations by making tax credits 
and deductions applicable not just to income taxes, but to the taxes nonprofit do pay, such as payroll taxes. 
 
Another model, and one particularly relevant to Goodwill, as our mission is “changing lives through the 
power of work,” would be Quebec’s “Le Pacte pour L’emploi” program, launched during the 2008/2009 
recession, which provided funding to not for profits that help people get back to work. 
 
We support Imagine Canada and YMCA Canada and others who have already expressed that access to 
meaningful grants, funds, loans, and aid is urgent.   
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We stand ready to assist in any way that would be useful, and to consult on shaping responsive measures for 
the sector.  Call on us any time. 
 
Please ensure that we survive to be part of the solution. 
 
Not for profits and charities, as our missions call us to, stand ready to serve our communities in and through 
this time of need when our work will be more essential than ever.  We want to continue employ and support 
the 2.4 million staff that work in the sector.  Through that employment and through our leases, and our 
purchases of goods and services, we will continue to contribute to the local economic activity that will be the 
engine of financial recovery.   
 
Thank you for your consideration and know you have our best wishes in the days ahead.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

     Dan Sturk    

Kelly Duffin      Dan Sturk 
President and CEO     Chair, Board of Directors  
905-546-6720   |   kduffin@goodwillonline.ca  

 
cc:  
Hon. Chrystia Freeland, Deputy Prime Minister 
Hon. Bill Morneau, Minister of Finance 
Hon. Jean-Yves Duclos, President of Treasury Board 
Hon. Mona Fortier, Associate Minister of Finance 
Sean Fraser, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Finance 
Hon. Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier 
Hon. Rod Phillips, Minister of Finance  
Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister, Treasury Board Secretariat 
Stan Cho, Parliamentary Assistant to the Minister of Finance 
Pam Damoff, MP Oakville North – Burlington  
Karina Gould, MP Burlington 
Filomena Tassi, MP Hamilton West – Ancaster – Dundas 
Effie Triantifilopoulos, MPP Oakville North – Burlington  
Stephen Crawford, MPP Oakville 
Jane McKenna, MPP Burlington  
Donna Skelly, MPP Flamborough – Glanbrook  
Bruce McDonald, President and CEO, Imagine Canada 
Cathy Taylor, Executive Director, Ontario Nonprofit Network 
Peter Dinsdale, President and CEO, YMCA Canada 
Ben Earle, Acting CEO, One Step 
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